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Evapotranspiration (ET) is the combination of transpiration from vegetation and evaporation 

from soil. Actual ET (ETa) is produced using the Simplified Surface Energy Balance (SSEB) 

model (Senay et al., 2007, 2010) for the period 2000 to present. The SSEB approach, adapted 

from SEBAL/METRIC (Allen et al., 2007), combines ET fractions generated from remotely 

sensed MODIS thermal imagery, acquired every 8 days, with reference ET using a thermal index 

approach. 

 

ETa anomaly products (current vs. 2001 – 09) are available at the following: 

http://earlywarning.usgs.gov/usewem/eta_energy.php. The anomalies are the ratio of ETa and the 

corresponding median ETa, expressed as a percent value.  
 

 
 

Listed below are all ETa anomaly products offered: 
 

Monthly ETa products: 

ETa anomaly products for every month in a year. 
 

Cumulative ETa anomaly products: 

ETa anomaly products are cumulative in intervals of 8-day periods and grouped by major 

growing season: 

 April – October  

 

For display purposes the season graphics begin on April 01 (091), but the data include the entire 

8-day periods (089 – 096).  
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